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A gentle echo

o Austin, as in many other expanding communithes (s
recently as 1984, Austin was the fastest-growing city in the
countryl, sweorssivg spurts of suburban growth have kapfrogped
over the long-setiled reablential areas nround Use coniral business

districl. Predictably, the sasuing drain of peojle snd money his
opened these arcas 10 docline bess prediciably, Uisir prosest,
mosily bow-inoome, mostly minority, reskdenls now hive mied
foolings about reversing the spiral, As architect Tom Huteh,
whose client roster inclaodes pevernl such nolghborhoods,
observas, "They want to fix things up—Dbut not o much,”

The issue = no Jess Uhan the inner-city neighborhaods' survival
a5 hivvens of affordable houning, which (s inerensingly threatoned
by the same prosimity to downtown that ance contributed Lo their
neghect, In addition to pressure from commoreial interests eying
cloge-in sites For development, the communitivs are reslsting the
blandizhments of gentrifiention, which eould boost howsing
coals —particularly (or rental unitsa —well bevond the reach of
current cocupants. And the Rlpekland aren, home of the vest
pocket village for the ehderly ahown here, also faces inmads from
the bordering University of Texas, whose parsuit of space for
expenzon B swallowing up houses and land by the block,

With fund= coming o hard in trckles mather thas o relmble
fow, Blackland and other inner-city neighborboods have foand
the most promising roule Lo controlled revitalization to be infill
development of mew of renovated single-family detached housing,
uwrwed and maraged by the community itself through a poprofit
corporation. In purtsing i, they have been abetted not only by
Tom Hatch's firm, which has worked with Usemn for the past, five
yeare, but alo by Henneberger, Paup 4 Associstes, who, having
hedped organize the neighborbood development corpamtions,
conlinge t0 serve as consuliants and de :

Hﬂ'haps the mosl telling sipn of the rosidonts” hande-on
participation is the glovefit between housing and selting, Mot
afily do the client users insial on compalability with exisling
dwellings, they hold firm idoan about which procedents shoukd e
horored: no “slavesquarier” board-and-datien siding or metal
roafs, thunk you, In Tom Hateh's sympathetic hands, elient
conservatism and minimal budgets hawe translaged for Ch most
part 1o o decorons "Mw-bungalow wiyle—"friondly and ensy,” he
says, “with Just & bit of edgo Lo B”—s0 whissaming L ekes o
gecond glance to sort the rew houses Erom the old,

Robert Shaw Village, which Hateh deseribes ws the lttlest PUD
in Texas, examplifies both the decorum and the timelessness, The
enclave = based on the ECHO (Eler Cottage Housing
Opportunity} model of eompact, onergy-ofciont resbdences for old
people, wually placed bebind or beside an exbiting single-family
bouse. Here, five one-bedmoom, #iaguarefot cotllages, phus »
twor-bedroom house for 4 resident manager, are instead grouped
together on a single comer parcel, but they offer residents a
enenparable balance befween the privacy and indeperdence of
ving in one's own separate bouse and the companionihip asd
sense of secunty of having satehful neighbors nearby

In true village fashion, the Ldy cotiages ace one anolber
BCTOES & COMERGD Eroen, their ample fromt porches providing
househbolders an caxy balf slep belwoen solitude and sociability.
Imtroduced by a frecstanding gate thal doubles ai & mailbox
sheller, the central couriyard aleo boasis & gaecbs with sdmcent
barbecoe pit, which hae bocome the village socisl center, and &
shard vegetable garden, M, F G,



A vest-pocket village of tiny cotlages in a sublie
wpdate of the neighborhood’s favered bungalow
glyle howses an “extended fomily ™ of old people
with fitting dignity and decorum
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Uwner:

Bloeklard Nedpbiorhood
Development Corporation
Architeci:

Towm Holek Architecta— Tom
Hateh, partwer-in-charge: Pat
Correlison, pragect erehitect
Consuliant:

Hennebarger, Paup +
Azzociales

General contractor

Aak Creek Homes
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